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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1 -25, 27-29, 34-47, 50-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Boyer et al (US 6,208,973). 

As per claim 1 , 

A method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

-receiving charge data; and/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 
-charging a plurality of financial accounts based on the charge 
data./ abstract(portions); col 3, L 39-56; col 4, L 9-13 
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As per claim 2, 

The method of claim 1 , in which the charge data indicates a first financial account and 
the plurality of financial accounts includes the first financial account./ abstract; fig 7 
As per claim 3, 

A method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

-receiving charge data that indicates a transaction amount and a first financial 
account;/abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determining a second financial account that corresponds to the first financial account;/ 

abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determining a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the first financial account;/ 
abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-applying to the first finance account a first charge amount that is based on a difference 
between the transaction amount and the reimbursement amount; and/ abstract; fig 
7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-applying to the second financial account a second charge amount based on 



the reimbursement amount./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, 
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L 24-48 

As per claim 4. 

The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
-determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge 
data; and/ fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters and conditions; inherency 

in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 

-determining if the charge data satisfies fees the reimbursement rule;/ fig 
2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters and conditions; inherency 
in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 

-and in which the step of applying to the second financial account a second charge 
amount is performed if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule./ fig 
2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters and conditions; inherency 
in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 
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As per claim 5, 

The method of claim 4, in which the reimbursement rule specifies a first merchant 
identifier, and in which the charge data specifies a second merchant identifier; and in 
which the step of determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule 
comprises: 

-determining whether the first merchant identifier corresponds to the second 
merchant identifier./ col 3, L 39-64; col 4, L 37-48 
As per claim 6, 

The method of claim 3, in which the charge data indicates a transaction date; 
and further comprising: 

-applying to the first financial account the second charge amount after a 
predetermined time after the transaction date./ col 1, L 16-41 
As per claim 7, 

The method of claim 6, in which the step of applying to the first financial account the 
second charge amount is performed if the second charge amount has not been paid 
before a predetermined time. / col 1 , L 41-66 
As per claim 8, 

The method of claim 3, in which the charge data further includes a signal that indicates 
approval to charge at least a portion of the transaction amount to the second financial 
account./ col 1, L 41-66 
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As per claim 9, 

A method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

-receiving charge data that indicates a first financial account;/ abstract; fig 
7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determining a second financial account that corresponds to the first financial 
account; and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-applying to the second financial account an amount based on the charge 
data./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

As per claim 10, 
The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

-determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data; 

and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule;/ col 1, L 

16-41 ; fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters and conditions; inherency 

in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48; 

-and in which the step of applying is performed if the charge data satisfies 
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the reimbursement rule./ col 1 , L 1 6-41 ; fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: 
parameters and conditions; inherency 
in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 
As per claim 1 1 , 

The method of claim 10, in which the reimbursement rule specifies a first 
merchant identifier, and in which the charge data specifies a second 
merchant identifier; and in which the step of determining if the charge data 
satisfies the reimbursement rule comprises: 

-determining whether the first merchant identifier corresponds to the second 
merchant identifier./ col 3, L 39-64; col 4, L 37-48 
As per claim 12, 

The method of claim 9, in which the charge data further includes a signal 
that indicates approval to charge the second financial account./ col 1, L 41-66 
As per claim 13, 

The method of claim 9, which the charge data indicates a transaction date; 
and further comprising: 

-applying to the first financial account the amount based on the charge data after 
a predetermined time./ col 1, L 41-66 
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As per claim 14, 

The method of claim 1 3, in which the step of applying to the first financial account the 
amount based on the charge data is performed if the second charge amount has not 
been paid before a predetermined time./ col 1, L 41-66 
As per claim 15, 

A method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

-receiving charge data that indicates a transaction amount;/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; 
col 4, L9-13 

-determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data; and/ fig 2(30); 
col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters and conditions; inherency 
in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 

-apportioning the transaction amount among a plurality of financial accounts in 
accordance with the reimbursement rule. / fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters 
and conditions; inherency in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 
As per claim 16, 

The method of claim 15, in which the step of apportioning is performed if the charge 
data satisfies the reimbursement rule./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, 
L 24-48 
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As per claim 17, 

The method of claim 16, in which the reimbursement rule specifies a first merchant 
identifier, and in which the charge data specifies a second merchant identifier;/ col 3, L 
39-64; col 4, L 37-48 

-and in which the step of determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule 
comprises: 

-determining whether the first merchant identifier corresponds to the second merchant 
identifier./ col 3, L 39-64; col 4, L 37-48 
As per claim 18, 

The method of claim 15, further comprising: 
-determining the plurality of financial accounts from the reimbursement 
rule./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
As per claim 1 9, 

The method of claim 15, in which the charge data further includes a signal that 
indicates approval to apportion the transaction amount among the plurality of 
financial accounts./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
As per claim 20, 

A method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

-receiving charge data;/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 
-determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data;/ 
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abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement 
rule;/ fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters and conditions; 
inherency in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 

-and charging at least one of a plurality of financial accounts in accordance 
with the charge data if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule./ col 1, L 16-41; 
fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters and conditions; inherency in adjudication); col 
4, L 37-48 
As per claim 21, 

The method of claim 20, in which the reimbursement rule specifies a first 
merchant identifier, and in which the charge data specifies a second merchant identifier; 
and in which the step of determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule 
comprises: 

-determining whether the first merchant identifier corresponds to the second merchant 

identifier./ col 1 , L 16-41 ; fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: 

parameters and conditions; inherency in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 

As per claim 22, 

The method of claim 20, in which the charge data includes a signal 
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that indicates approval to charge the at least one of the plurality of financial accounts./ 
col 1, L 41-66 
As per claim 23, 

A method for processing a charge approved to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

-receiving charge data;/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 

-determining a communication address that corresponds to the charge data;/ fig 7(top); 
col 1, L 41-49(inherent address to send from and to in any communication system) 
-charging east one of a plurality of financial accounts in accordance with the received 
response./ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 
As per claim 24, 

The method of claim 23, in which the communication address is an 
electronic mail address/ col 1, L 41-49 

As per claim 25, 

The method of claim 23, in which the communication address is a telephone 
number./ col 1, L 41-49 
As per claim 27, 

The method of claim 23, in which the step of charging a plurality of financial 
accounts in accordance with the received response comprises: 
-determining from the received response an amount to charge each financial account./ 
abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13; abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 4, L 24-48 
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As per claim 28, 

The method of claim 23, in which the request for approval includes at least a portion of 
the charge data./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
As per claim 29, 

The method of claim 23, in which the request for approval 

includes an account alias./ fig 1(20); fig 2B(variety of id's); col 3, L 51-64; col 6, L 40-63 
As per claim 34, 

A method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

- processing a plurality of entries, each entry including charge data that 

indicates a transaction amount and a first financial account;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 

46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-for each entry, determining if there is a second financial account that 

corresponds to the first financial account; and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9- 

38; col 4, L 24-48 



• 
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if there is a second financial account for the entry 

-determining a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the first 
financial account;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24- 
48 

-applying to the first financial account a first charge amount that is based on a 
difference between the transaction amount and the reimbursement 
amount; and / abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-applying to the second financial account a second charge amount based on 
the reimbursement amount./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; 
col 4, L 24-48 

As per claim 35, 

A method for processing a charge applied to/a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

- receiving charge data; and/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 
-determining from the charge data a number of financial accounts to be charged in 
accordance with the charge data./ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 
As per claim 36, 

An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial account, comprising: 
-a storage device; and/ fig 2B 
-a processor connected to the storage device,/ fig 1 ,2 



# • 
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-the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; / fig 1 ,2 

and the processor operative with the program to: 
-receive charge data and/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 

-charge a plurality of financial accounts based on the charge data./ abstract; fig 
7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 
As per claim 37, 

A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions 
for implementing a method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the 
method comprising: 

-receiving charge data; and/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 

-charging a plurality of financial accounts based on the charge data./ abstract(portions); 
col 3, L 39-56; col 4, L9-13 

As per claim 38, 

An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial 
account, comprising: 

-a storage device; and/ fig 2B 

-a processor connected to the storage device,/ fig 1 

-the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and/ 

fig 1,2 



the processor operative with the program to: 
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-receive charge data that indicates a transaction amount and 

a first financial account;/ abstract; fig 7 
-determine a second financial account that corresponds to the first financial 
account;/ fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determine a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the'first financial account;/ fig 

7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-apply to the first financial account a first charge amount that is 

based on a difference between the transaction amount and reimbursement amount; 
and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-apply to the second financial account a second charge amount based on 
the reimbursement amount./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

As per claim 39, 

A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, 
the method comprising: 

-receiving charge data that indicates a transaction amount and a financial 
account;/ fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 
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-determining a second financial account that corresponds to the first financial 

account;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determining a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the first financial 

account;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-apply to the first financial account a first charge amount that is based on a difference 

between the transaction amount and the reimbursement amount; and/ abstract; fig 

7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-applying to the second financial account a second charge amount based on the 

reimbursement amount./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
As per claim 40, 

An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial account, comprising: 
-a storage device; and/ fig 2B 

-a processor connected to the storage device,/ fig 1 ,2 

-the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and/ fig 1 ,2 

the processor operative with the program to: 
-receive charge data that indicates a first financial account;/ abstract; fig 
7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determine a second financial account that corresponds to the first financial 
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account; and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-apply to the second financial account an amount based on the charge data./ 

abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
As per claim 41, 

A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the 
method comprising: 

-receiving charge data that indicates a first financial account;/ abstract; fig 
7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determining a second financial account that corresponds to the first financial 
account; and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-applying to the second financial account an amount based on the charge 

data./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
As per claim 42, 

An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial account, comprising: 
-a storage device; and/ fig 2B 

-a processor connected to the storage device; and/ fig 1 ,2 

-the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and/ fig 

1,2 

the processor operative with the program to: 
-receive charge data that indicates a transaction amount;/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; 
col 4, L9-13 



• 
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-determine a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge 

data; and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-apportion the transaction amount among a plurality of financial 

accounts in accordance with the reimbursement rule./ col 1 , L 41-66 
As per claim 43, 

A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, 

the method comprising: 

-receiving charge data that indicates a transaction amount;/ abstract; fig 7; 

col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9-13 

determining 

-a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data; and/ abstract; 
fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-apportioning the transaction amount among a plurality of financial accounts 
in accordance with the reimbursement rule./ col 1, L 41-66 

As per claim 44, 

An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial account, 

comprising: 

-a storage device; and/ fig 2B 
a processor connected to the 
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-the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and/ 

fig 1,2 

the processor operative with the program to: 

-receive charge data;/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 

-determine a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data;/ abstract; fig 
7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determine if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; 
and / abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-charge at least one of a plurality of financial accounts in accordance with the 

charge data if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule./ col 1 , L 16- 

41 ; fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters 

and conditions; inherency in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 
As per claim 45, 

A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method comprising: 
-receiving charge data; 

-determining a reimbursement rule that corresponds to the charge data;/ 
abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
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-determining if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule; and/ abstract; 
fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-charging at least one of a plurality of financial accounts in accordance with 
the charge data if the charge data satisfies the reimbursement rule./ abstract; fig 
7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

As per claim 46, 

An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial 
account, comprising: 

-a storage device; and/ fig 2B 

-a processor connected to the storage device, /fig 1 ,2 

-the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and/fig 1 ,2 
-determine a communication address that corresponds to the charge data;/ col 1, L 41- 

49 

-send a request for approval to the communication address;/ col 1 , L 41-49 

-receive a response to the request for approval; and/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, 
L9-13 

-charge at least one of a plurality of financial accounts in accordance with the 

received response./ col 1 , L 16-41 ; fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters 

and conditions; inherency in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 
As per claim 47, 

A computer readable medium encode with processing instructions 
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for implementing a method for processing a charge applied to financial account, the 
method comprising: 

-receiving charge data;/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 
-determining a communication address;/ col 1, L 41-49 
-sending a request for approval to the communication 
address;/ col 1, L 41-49 

-receiving a response to the request for approval; and/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 
4, L 9-13 

-charging at least one of a plurality of financial accounts in accordance with the 
received response./ col 1 , L 16-41 ; fig 2(30); col 3, L 39-56 (rule: parameters and 
conditions; inherency in adjudication); col 4, L 37-48 
As per claim 50, 

An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial account, comprising: 
- a storage device; and/ fig 2B 
-a processor connected to the storage device,/ fig 1 ,2 
-the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor;/fig 1,2 
and the processor operative with the program to: 

-process a plurality of entries, each entry including charge data that 
indicates a transaction amount and a first financial count;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); 
col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-for each entry, determine if there is a second financial account that 

corresponds to the first financial account; and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9- 
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38; col 4, L 24-48 

-if there is a second financial account for the entry 
determine a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the first 
financial account;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
-apply to the first financial account a first charge account that is 
based on a difference between the transaction amount and the reimbursement 
amount;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
and 

-apply to the second financial account a second charge amount 
based on the reimbursement amount./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 
4, L 24-48 

As per claim 51, 

A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing 
a method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

-processing a plurality of entries, each entry including charge data that 

indicates a transaction amount and a first financial account;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 

46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-for each entry, determining if there is a second financial account that corresponds 
to the first financial account; and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 
24-48 
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-if there is a second financial account for the entry/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, 
L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 

-determining a reimbursement amount that corresponds to the first financial 
account;/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
-applying to the first financial account a first charge amount that is based on a 
difference between the transaction amount and the reimbursement amount; 
and/ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
-applying to the second financial account a second charge amount based on the 
reimbursement amount./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
As per claim 52. 

An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial account, comprising: 
- a storage device; and/fig 2B 
-a processor connected to the storage device,/fig 1 ,2 

-the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor ;/fig 1 ,2 

the processor operative with the program to: 

-receive charged,/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 

-determine from the charge data a number of financial accounts to 
be charged in accordance with the charge data./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 

46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
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As per claim 53, 

A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method comprising: 

-receiving charge data; and/ abstract; fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 

-determining from the charge data a number of financial accounts to be charged in 
accordance with the charge data./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 
24-48 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 26, 30-33, 48 and 49 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 

unpatentable over Boyer et al. (US 6,208,973). 

As per claim 26, 

The method of claim 23, in which Boyer et teaches the response (abstract; fig 
7(copay, 44,46); col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9-13). The reference fails to teach the feature of 
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digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 
As per claim 30, 

A method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the method 
comprising: 

-receiving charge data that indicates a first financial account;/ fig 7; col 3, L 9-38; col 
4, L 9-13 

-determining a communication address at corresponds to the charge data;/ fig 7 
top; col 1, L 41-49 

-Boyer et al teaches sending a request for approval to the communication 
address ( col 1, L 41-46). 
The reference fails to teach the feature of a signal 
representing digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
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feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 

-Boyer et al teaches determining an amount (abstract; col 3, L 9-38). The 
reference fails to teach the feature of digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 



-Boyer et all teaches charging the first financial accounts in accordance with 



the amount (abstract; col 1 , L 41-49). The reference fails to teach the feature of amount 
of digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 
As per claim 31, 

The method of claim 30, in which the charge data further indicates a 



• 
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transaction amount; and in which the step of charging comprises: 
-charging the first financial accounts in a 

the transaction amount (abstract; fig 7(copay, 44,46); col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9- 
1 3). The reference fails to teach the feature of amount of difference of the transaction 
amount and digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card and proceed with the transaction calculations. 
As per claim 32, 

The method of claim 30, in which the request for approval includes at least a 
portion of the charge data./ abstract; fig 7(copay, 44, 46); col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 24-48 
As per claim 33, 

The method of claim 30, in which the request for approval includes 

an account alias of the first financial account./ fig 1 (20); fig 2B(variety of id's); col 3, L 

51-64; col 6, L 40-63 

As per claim 48, 



An apparatus for processing a charge applied to a financial account, comprising: 
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-a storage device; and/ fig 2B 

-a processor connected to the storage device,/ fig 1 ,2 

-the storage device storing a program or controlling the processor; and/ figl ,2the 
processor operative with the program to: 

-receive charge data that indicates a first financial account; (abstract; fig 7(copay, 
44,46); col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9-13). 



col 1, 41-49 

-Boyer et al teaches to receive a response to the request for approval (abstract; fig 
7(copay, 44,46); col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9-13). 
The reference fails to teach the feature of a signal for digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 



-determine a communication address that corresponds to the 



charge data;/ col 1 , L 41-49 



-send a request for approval to the communication address;/ 
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feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 

-Boyer et al teaches to determine an amount (abstract; col 3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13). The 
reference fails to teach the feature of digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 

-Boyer et al teaches to charge the first financial accounts (abstract; 
fig 7(copay, 44,46); col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9-13). The 
reference fails to teach the feature of digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 
As per claim 49, 

A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for 
implementing a method for processing a charge applied to a financial account, the 
method comprising: 
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-receiving charge data that indicates a first financial account;/ abstract; fig 7; col 
3, L 9-38; col 4, L 9-13 

-determining a communication address that corresponds to the 
charge data;/ fig 7(top); col 1 , L 41-49 

-sending a request for approval to the communication, address;/ col 1 , L 41-66 

-Boyer et al teaches receiving a response to the request for approval (abstract; 
fig 7(copay, 44,46); col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9-13). The 
reference fails to teach the feature of a signal representing digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 

-Boyer et al teaches determining an amount (abstract; fig 7(copay, 
44,46); col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9-13). The 
reference fails to teach the feature of digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
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physical card. 

-Boyer et al teaches charging the first financial accounts (abstract; fig 7(copay, 

44,46); col 3, L9-38; col 4, L 9-13). The 

reference fails to teach the feature of digital money. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, as smart cards and debit cards are a physical, 
wireless form of digital money. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience by ease of transferring money without a 
physical card. 



earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art 
Unit 3624 is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone.number is 
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